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- ' This month our Spotllght focuses on one of Britain’s
S s @Al most famous aircraft, the pioneering Gloster
Meteor. The only Allied jet to fly operations during
World War Two, the Meteor never met its German
i *equlvalent, the Messerschmitt Me 262, in combat,
- o but quickly proved its worth. It went on to become
Main picture the RAF’s primary fighter in the - 950s, and a few remain

Gloster Meteor F.3 EE457 served with

tnerars 22 sqnarn. e ymg s | @irworthy today. We reflect on some of the ground-breaking

ended after it overshof on landing at

Tangmere on October 7, 1947, Key ma-Chlne S many r.].,es‘.




" Gloster
‘ Tom Spencer outlines the service loster’s Meteor was the dangerous, instability. A new;

: ‘ RAF’s first jet fighter more angular (and elegant) fin

of the final Meteor day fighter... and served in a limited design was trialled and contributed
' the ES manner during the to significantly better handling.
: closmg stages of World War Two. Meteor E 4 VTISO was then '

o Fighter Command gradually 1 s the E je
N began replacing its home-based

I Spitfires with jets immediately
' a.gerthewarand production ¢
the Meteor E3 ang re.ased,
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; | The most widely built
Meteor variant was the F.8

o it

(272kg) heavier than the F4...

i e




(SPOT EZX&S The prototype made its debut

flight on March 5, 1943

The C0/of 222 Squadron, Sqn Ldr Yack” Frost stands in'front of his Meteor E8
" VZ495/ZD-D at Leuchars, in 1951. it served with the unit from September 5,
1950 fo December 13, 1954. A/CDRE J W FROST

Leuchars, Fife, where it joined 222
Squadron. This aircraft, which its
CO Sqn Ldr Jack’ Frost, proudly
said was the first regular (as opposed
to auxiliary) jet fighter squadron to
be based norch of the border, had
also recently re-equipped with the
E.8. As well as the regular APC and
exerciges, training usually comprised
practice scrambles and air combat.
These activities were not without

Right

Wy Cdr Roy Lelong
was the Leuchars
Wing Leader

and oversaw

the rehearsals

of 43 and 222
Squadrans for
their part in 1953’
royal flypasts. via
€ FSHORES

Meteor F. 8 VZ461/W of 43 Squadron, which formed part of the Leuchars Wing
through the 1950s. The unit displayed the type with panache. A/CDREJ W FROST

|
1
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risk and the first Meteor E8 was lost
on December 7 when an aircraft

of 74 Squadron, which had been
re-equipped in October, crashed
while night flying near Horsham St
Faith, killing the 23-year-old pilor,
Fg Off William Slater.

The introduction of the Meteor
E8 was at a time of transidon for
RAF aircraft markings, and the first
few squadrons inidally branded
their mounts wich their wartime
two-letter unit identity ‘codes’ —
JXin 1 Squadron’s case, MR for
245 and ZD for 222 Squadron,
for example. However, by early
1951 the regulations changed and
the colourful pre-war style unir
markings were authorised, so soon
the Meteors of Fighter Command
were emblazoned with a variety of
checks and stripes in what
became probably the most eye-
catching period in RAF history. It
certainly echoed the glamorous and
eye-catching décor of the 19305
“Silver Period’.

B

Refuelling trials
The introduction of the Meteor E8
proceeded apace and by the end of
1950, 11 squadrons were flying the
type. By then, initial trials had been
conducted by Flight Refuelling Ltd
(FRL) for mid-air replenishment. It
was decided to conduct operational
trials and 245 Squadron was selected
for the task.

Its aircraft were to be modified as
receivers by the fitting of a refuelling
probe to the nose and WAS30/
MR-X was the first sent to FRL
in early Ocrober; 16 Meteor E8s
were modified during the coming
months. Despite the reduction
in strength, 245’ normal routine
continued and in January 1951 it
conducted practice interceptions on
huge US B-36 strategic bombers,
followed by an' APC in February:
The following month, selecred pilots
and grounderew
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" | spotlighton
the Meteor F.8

began training with FRL, and
on return then instructed their
squadron mates.

The first five modified aircraft
were recurned on April 11 and ‘dry-
prod’ training began with FRLs
Lancaster and Lincoln refuelling test
beds; they also used the USAF YKB-
29T Superfortress, which had been
modified as a three-point ranker.
The first ‘wet-prod’ was attempted
by Sqn Ldr Counter on May 8,
but having engaged the drogue,
the hose burst and sprayed fuel all
over his aircraft. Early difficulties
were soon overcome, though,
and most pilots became refuelling
qualified. Furcher trials over the
North Sea were conducted through
the summer, with the fighters being
vectored by ground control intercept

Meteor F. 8 Squadrons Of Fighter Command 1950-57

San From To Code
1 Sept50  June 55 JX
19 Apr 51 Dec 56 -
34 Aug54  Decd5

4 Apr 51 June 55 -
43 Sept50  Sept’54 SW
54 Apr 52 Mar 55 =
56 Dec 50 June 55 =
63 Dec50  Jan’57 =
64 Mar 51 Mar 57 3
65 Feh 51 Feb 57

66 Dec 50 Dec 53

72 July52  Feb56

74 Oct 50 Mar 54 4D
92 0ct 50 Feb'54 8L
1m Dec 53 June 55 =

//_Meteors of all versions were built

radar, which further enhanced the
training value. The squadron proved
the Meteor’s endurance could be
increased considerably, with the

CO flying a three-and-a-half hour
sortie with two refuellings on one
occasion, though he noted he was
“very sore” when he landed!

The squadron’s unique capability
culminated in its participation in
Exercise Pinnacle that October. On
the 3rd it maintained a standing
parrol of three pairs off the Norfolk
coast, counteting intruding
‘hostiles” and on the 9th cwo of
245’ pilots uneventfully conducted
the first night refuelling sorties.
Although deemed to have been
highly successful, when the trials
concluded at the end of the month
conservative thinking then stopped

Stn(s) Sqn From
Tangmere 222 Sept 50
Church Fenton 245 June'50
Tangmere

Biggin Hill 247 Apr 52
Tangmere, Leuchars 257 Oct 50
Odiham

Waterbeach 263 Oct 50
Waterbeach

Linton-on-Ouse, 500 Nov 51
Duxford 504 Feb 52
Linton-on-Ouse, 600 Nov 51
Duxford 601 Aug 52
Linton-on-Ouse 604 Aug 52
North Weald, Church 609 June 51
Fenton 610 Mar 52
Horsham St Faith 611 Dec 51
Linton-on-Ouse 615 Sept 51
North Weald 516 Dec 51

further development until the end Below

of the decade. However, the Meteors  The proboscis-like

of 245 Squadron had pioneered refue.'ﬁng’pr obe of 245

a procedure that is key to RAF mu;;gons gt
E . closes on the

operations to this day. drogie of e fanker

during the succassful 1951

Cold War tria.'s.gvm RLINDSAY
Four further squadrons received the
Merteor E8 during 1951, though
just as significant were the deliveries
in June of the RAFs latest fighter
1o 609 (West Riding) Squadron at
Church Fenton. Over the next year,
nine more RAuxAF units followed.

The emerging threat of Soviet
long-range bombers flying across the
North Sea made the two Leuchars-
based squadrons very much the
front line of Britain’s air defences.
Their main task was the defence of
the Scottish industrial heartland &

To Code  Stn(s)
Dec 54 D Leuchars
May 57 MR Horsham St Faith,
Stradishall
June 55 Odiham
Mar 55 Ab Horsham St Faith,
Wattisham,
Apr55 Horsham St Faith,
Wattisham
Mar 57 West Malling
Mar 57 Wymeswold
Mar 57 Biggin Hill
Mar 57 North Weald
Mar 57 North Weald
Mar 57 Church Fenton |
Mar 57 Haoton Park \
Mar 57 Hooton Park ﬁ
Mar 57 Biggin Hill _‘ I
Mar 57 Finningley, Worksop
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' SPOT The Meteor was narrowly beaten into

service by Germany’s Messerschmitt Me 262

_— —

[ following which both squadrons

i flew down to Acklington on the
20th for their APC. Sadly, two days
after arriving, 43 Squadron lost Plt
Off Maurice Prior who crashed off
Amble in poor weather.

In January 1953 Wg Cdr Roy
Lelong, a World War Two intruder
‘ace’, arrived at Leuchars as wing
leader, and under him the wing
worked up for the highlight of the
year... the flypast for the coronarion
of Her Majesty the Queen on
June 2, and the Royal Review at
Odiham, on July 15. For the ®

Above  and their activities mirrored those of
A colourful pair of - most other Meteor squadrons during A

o
Melearkbsfom SH S Siehe period. Routine scrambles and n*;; g
(Wesf Lancashire) . 3 ] J =
interceprs, often of RAF or USAF e ; !
Squadron Royal B of a1l il )
Auxiliary Air Force bom €Ls and the AR arges it *«:
(nearest the camers), ~ scale air defence exercise and APC
with anotherpair  predominated, as the chill of the '*’

from 601 (County of  Cold War gave added impetus to
London) Squadron, on training. Both units also had an

R;;:fgiﬁi{ ag;;]i.']; aerobartic team, and thar from 43

on July 15, 1953, led by Flt Lt Eric Wingham gave
sramwors @ much-praised performance at
Cannes in September. The local

Right  pewspaper admiringly described ?
0On October 23, 1956, ~ | .

how they: “...exécuté d’énormes
19 Squadron flew 1 5 ol »

amagnificent 19" 100pings magnifiquement...”.
formation with 14 Both squ_adrons also got new COs
Meteors over Church  in 1952 with Sqn Ldr Max Higson
Fenton, tomark the  taking over 43 in February and Sqn

unit's withdrawaland | dr Ron Wilson 222 on May 1,
reequipment o the training routine continued.

with Hunfers. ; S
wsonmeconps L e annual air defence exercise in
October 1952 was named Ardent,
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| Spotlight on 1
- the Meteor F.8

85 Squadron markings as worn on
Meteor . 8

Resplendent in full regalia, Meteor £8 WH364/U represented 85 Squadron at the RAF 50th Anniversary display at Abingdon, on.June 14, 1968. & WARD

Although the last Fighter Command Meteor F.8 squadrons had been withdrawn
or re-equipped by early 1957, they did have a later renaissance. The Fighter
Command Target Facilities Squadron had formed in August 1961, under the aegis
of the Central Fighter Establishment, to provide airborne targets for intercept
training by the command's Lightning and Javelin units.

It was based at West Raynham, Norfolk, and equipped mainly with Canberras;
on April 71,1963 it was renamed 85 Squadron which had stood down the previous
day with Javelins. However, within days it moved to Binbrook, Lincelnshire,
where Sqn Ldr A French took command in December. Under him the following
September the Meteor F. 8 returned to the Fighter Command order of battle,
when eight aircraft formed'a Flight of 85 Squadron along with a two-seat T7.

Unofficially designated as the F(TT).8, the Meteors towed banners for live firing
by the Lightning units as well as acting as a form of aggressor opponent during
exercises. True to its fighter roots the unit's Meteors were soon adorned in 85
Squadron’s colourful black and red fuselage checks, and hexagon badge on the
tail. They flew alongside the Canberras in this important combat support task

relatively uneventfully, until on May 2, 1966, WL106 burst a tyre when landing
at Binbrook, swung off the runway and was written off. It was an 85 Squadran
Meteor F.8 that ensured the type was represented at the RAF's 50th Anniversary
display held at Abingdon, Oxfordshire, in June 1968, though by then Fighter
Command had just passed into history having been amalgamated with its
bomber counterpart into the new Strike:Command on April 1.

In January 1969 Wg Cdr J B Cowton assumed command of the squadron and
e oversaw the end of the increasingly dated Meteor E.8s. They were finally
withdrawnifrom 85 Squadron in August 1970, though a handful remained with
second-ling units for several years.

85 Squadron Meteors
F. 8IWF564/Z; WH291/T: WH301/T; WH305/S; WH364/U; WK654/Z; WKBST/Y;
WK914/Y; WL106

LT WEG16; WL3T8

Bottom left :
The former. capital'of Malts, Citta Notabile (also known as Mdina) is the backdrop for this 1953
photo of 609 Squadron Meteor F8 WF645/D, while on APC at Luga. 609 SON ASS0C

Below
Meteors prepare to receive fuel from a USAF Boeing YKB-29T Superfortress.

ts operated the Meteor
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(SPOT [FXej @ The Meteor was the only Allied jet

to

Above

Just the handsome
34 Squadron

badge on the

infake declares

the ownership of
Meteor F.8 WL175/B
at Tangmere on
October 1, 1955. 4o &
RAWLINGS

Right

The Meteor £.8
WK988 of Sgn Ldr
Jas’ Storrar, 610
Squadron, in the
late 1956 snow

at Hooton Park,
Cheshire. H HOLMES

Below

The first four Meteor
F.8s nearest the
camera hail from
615 Squadron, while
the remainder

are 600 Squadron
aircraft. All are
pictured over the
Channel around
1954. mop

fly ‘ops’ during the war

lateer the flypast of more than 600
aircraft included 16 Meteor E.8s.
The annual war game Exercise
Momentum quickly followed.

The year 1953 also ushered in
a fully clear bubble canopy for
the Meteor E8, which helped in
air combat training. However,
by now the type’s limitations
were abundantly clear. During
Momentum most practice ‘raids’
by Bomber Command Canberra
and USAF B-47 jets came in above
35,000ft (10,668m), where the
Meteor’s lack of performance was
brutally exposed, and they were
largely ineffective.

One pilot on 43 Squadron
described how the Meteor: “...
wallows like a sick cow above
30,000ft.” Thus, late in the year, 66
Squadron at Linton-on-Ouse, North
Yorkshire, followed in early 1954 by
92 Squadron, began re-equipping
with Canadair-built Sabres, though
most of Fighter Command soldiered
on with Meteors. The Sabres were
delivered in tactical camouflage,
which through 1954 became
the norm with the RAF’s more
operationally focused ethos,

Withdrawal

Most squadrons plodded on
through the year and the
Meteors played a major part
in Exercises Dividend and

Haul during July, the latter
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involving maritime air defence
procedures. On August 1, 1954,
34 Squadron under Sqn Ldr A F
Wilson's [eadership became the last
Meteor E8 unit when it re-formed
at Tangmere in a wing alongside 1
and 29 Squadrons. Within a month
it had created an aerobatic team
and in October provided an eight-
aircraft formation over Plymouth. It
quickly settled into the day fighter
routine of practice scrambles, and
interceprt training. Ar the same
time in Scotland, 43 Squadron
received the first Hunters to enter
service, followed by 222 that began
re-equipping on December 2.
Tt was the starr of a rapid
rundown of Meteor numbers, @™
as eight squadrons - :
switched to the ?ﬁ S
Hunter during -
1955. One was 34
Squadron, which

participated in its only major air
defence exercise with the Meteor
during Beware, between September
23-29, as within a month it had
begun re-equipping with Hunters,
making it Fighter Command’s
shortest-lived Meteor E8 squadron.
Two others, 64 and 72, converted to
the night fighter role.

The arbitrary decision to stop
all RAuxAF flying came in 1957,
which left 245 under Sqn Ldr G M

Smith in the unenviable position as

E.8 squadron. They flew on Exercise
High Diver to intercept French
aircraft and then on Exercises
Kingpin, Adex and Calculus before
the indignity ended on March 22,
when its first two Hunrters arrived.
The squadron flew both types on
Exercise Vigilant during May but
before the month was out, 245
Squadron was fully equipped with
Hunrters and the Meteor E8 had
passed from Fighter Command
frontline service. @




Meteor personal codes

|/ Spotlight on

the Meteor F.8

The Meteor E8s flown by senior officers that carried the ultimate personalised
number plate are identified here.
With the introduction of wing leaders within Fighter Command from 1941, and
without any apparent rules, senior officers in flying appointments applied their

initials to their persenal aircraft, eften in a similar form to squadron codes.
Post war, this privilege was usually, though not exclusively. accorded to
officers of wing commander rank or above, particularly to those filling the
posts of Wing Leader/Wg Cdr Flying and Station Commander, as/Gp Capt Billy
Drake recalled: “In April 1951 | became Wing Commander Flying at Linton-
on-Ouse - aplum’ posting for a fighter pilof, and no mistake. By this time
fighter squadrons had given up carrying their wartime-style code [etters and
had reverted to colourful unit markings. To identify my own aircraft, WA921,
I reverted to my old“BD’ on the fuselage as | had done during the war, but in
addition had the whole tail unit painted bright red. It was with a heavy heart,
therefore, when | handed over to Wg Cdr Lionel Malins -~ who naturally also
painted initials on his Meteor!”
The application of the initials followed no set pattern-and the practice was
seen extensively throughout the 1950s on Meteor-equippad units and stations.
At least one officer also migrated the schema to his perind of loan service with
the Belgian Air Farce.

Code Name Role/Unit Serial Years
AGC ? WCF Horsham St Faith. ~ WL173
AHD: Wg Cdr A H Donaldson 2 WE932
AKG Gp Capt A K Gatwood SC Odiham WK672'  1955-56
BD Wg Cdr B Drake WCF Linton-on- Ouse WA921 1950-52
CGL Air Cdre C G Lott AOC Caledonian Sector  WK787 1952-56
M Wg Cdr D Crowley-Milling  WCF Odiham WH444 1953
DB AM Sir Dermet Boyle CinC Ftr Cmd WK579° 1953
DGS Gp Capt DG Smallwood  SC Biggin Hill WH480 1953-55
ES Air Cdre ES S Stapleton: ~ AOC Northern Sector WK991 1956
ET ? CFS WK942 54
) ? SC'Wymeswold WH262

WH500 1953-55
GCA  Wg Cdr G C Atherton attd R Belg AF EG222  1952-54
GMS  SqnLdrG M Smith 0C 245 San WK932 1957
HH Air Cdre'H AV Hogan AOC Northern Sector WK724 1952-53
HNT  Maj H N Tanner USAF 0C 257 San WLI41 1953
JAK Wg Cdr J A Kent WCF Biggin Hill WH480

WKr31 1954
JAS Sgn Ldr J A Storrar 0C 610 'Sgn WH506

WK988 1952-54
JCB Wg Cdr J C Button WCF Biggin Hill WH480 1954
JE Wg Cdr J Ellis WCF Horsham St Faith ~ WKT95
JE Air Cdre J Embling AOC Eastern Sector WKT95 1957
JG Wg Cdr J Grandy WCF Northern Sector WA909  1951-52
JGT Gp Capt J'G Topham SC Waterbeach WH404 1959
JH Wo Cdr J'A Hemmingway ~ WCF Duxford WK8BT 1956-57
JH Wg Cdr J E S Hill WCF Horsham St Faith ~ WLI73 1956
JR Gp Capt J Rankin SC Duxford WES37  1954-55
JW Air Cdre J Worrall AOC Eastern Sector WK795 1955
KB Wg Cdr K R Bowhili? 616 Sgn WL166 1956
KBBC  Gp Capt K B B Cross Eastern Sector WATT3  1951-52
LHB  WgCdrL H Bartlett WCF Wattisham WA764  1950-54
LM Wg Cdr L A Malins WCF Linton-on- Ouse WH401 1953
MP Gp Capt M G F Pedley SC Linton-on- Ouse WKT41 195354
MS Wg.Cdr M J A Shaw WCF Church Fenton WE6TT 1957

G pt oy Dutten, Station Commander Waterbeah, Cambrgesnire, sfa his r F8

WHA404 at RAF Honiley, Warwickshire, on August 26, 1956. His initials *RGD" are discreetly
painted on the camoufiaged vertical fin. A PEARCY

WZ921/BD during an exercise 101951. 6P CAPT B DRAKE

Linton-on-0use Wing Leader Wg Cdr Bi ees from West Raynham in his Meteor F.§

Code Name Role/Unit Serial Years
MWSR' Air Cdre MW.S Robinson  AOC Caledonian Sector  WK787 1956
NW ? SC North Weald WK786' 1952
PB Wg Cdr W Pitt-Brown WCF Horsham St Faith ~ VZ559 1951
PB Wag Cdr P P.C Barthrop WCF Waterbeach WH4I5  1953-56
PFS W/q Cdr P F Steib WCF Church Fenton WE6TT  1954-56
PM Wg Cdr PG H Matthews  WCF Leuchars WKE4 1953
PT Sgn Ldr P D Thompson SLF Bigain Hill W34 1955
PW Wg Cdr P R W Wickham WCF Duxford WKB8T 1955
RA AVM R L R Atcherfey AOC 12 Gp WETO7

WK680

WK927  1951-55
RCH  Wg CdrR C Haines SC Turnhouse Wie  1957-58
RDY Wg CdrR D Yule WCF Horsham St Faith ~— WF695 1954
RGD  GpCaptR G Dutton SC Waterbeach WHA404' 1956-57
RGD Sqn Ldr R G Dixon 12 Gp Comm Flt WK969 1957
RIKE  GpCapt R I'K Edwards SC Tangmere WLIT6 1954
RLRA  AMRLR Atcherley AOC Ftr Cmd WK818 1955
SCW  Gp Capt 'S C Widdows Eastern Sector WATT3

WK795 1951-52
SS Wg Cdr D.G Smallwood WCF Biggin Hill WK951 1953
VSB Air Cdre V'S Bowling AQC Northern Sector WK991  1953-55
VSB AVM VS Bowling AQCTIGp WK943 1956

This table'is adapted from one contained in the book Combat Codes compiled
by Vi Flintham and Andrew Thomas, published by Pen & Sword. It contains a full
explanation and listing of British, Commonwealth and Allied air force unit codes.

since 1938 and is the most comprehensive work on the subject.

Note: The authors would welcome any additions or corrections to this list via:
flypast@keypublishing.com

WCF - Wg Cdr Flying

SC - Station Commander

AOC - Air Officer Commanding
CinC - Commander in Chief
0C - Officer Commanding

e =

_prototypes were built
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Artwork

Gloster Meteor £.8
WLI23 of 111 Squadron
RAF in 1954.

ANDY HAY-2018

Jets over
h Weald

Nort

Andy Hay artwork of a Meteor E.8 that served at North Weald with 111 Squadron

n the years following World
War Two, the Gloster Meteor
quickly became the RAF’s
leading fighter as jets gradually
replaced their piston-powered
predecessors. The .8 was the most
numerous variant built. With its
greater fuel capacity, more
powerful engines and enhanced
tail section ir was considered a vast
improvement over the earlier E4,
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and was used operationally by the
Royal Australian Air Force in the
Korean War.

Closer to home, Meteor E8s
equipped several RAF squadrons,
including No.111, which was
re-formed at North Weald on
December 2, 1953. Our subject,
E8 WL123, is among those to have
flown from the Essex airfield. The
unit’s Meteors arrived relatively

late in the type’s ‘career’ and were
replaced by Hawlker Hunters in June
1955 — No.111 went on to operate
the Hunter-equipped Black Arrows
display team.

The unit was the last frontline
RAF squadron to be based at
North Weald, and moved to
‘Warttisham in Suffolk in 1958.
Meteor WL123 was sold for scrap
on July 27, 1959. @




'SPOT [ZXeid) The F.8 was considered the
RAF’s primary fighter between 1950 and 1955 in proﬁle

T

 F.8 variants were produced A
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Spotllght

Gloster
Meteor

s the legendary Spitfire
was replaced by the
jet-powered Gloster
Meteor in the day
| fighter role afrer World Vfa.r Two,
Lh& new aircraft also usurped its
| propeller-driven predecessor for
| reconnaissance.
_ N . The programme did not searc
| == Jig e | | well, though. Flt It Rodney
a : ' Bryland DFG ook the prototype
Meteor FR.5,a conversion of
F4 VT347, inte the air for the
first time on June 15, 1949. The
aircraft suffered struccural failure
over Moreton Valence airfield,
i s T Y e " Gloucestershire, and the 27-year-
| = 3 3 ! old test pilot was killed.
3 Gloster returned to the fighrer-
| L= o ’ recce (FR) market with the E8-
’ LR based FR.9. Squadron Leader
|

| Janusz Zura Zurakowski carried

5

| Abaove
\ Training for FR pilots was provided by 226 0CU with
‘ ! several Metear FR.95, one. of which was VZ602.

| AUTHOR'S COELECTION

| : . Right

During the Suez operations in November 1956, 208
Squadron Meteors provided a Battle Flight at 13" Oali
for the air defence of Malta. 208 SON-RECORDS
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out the maiden flight on March 23,
1950. Up to three cameras could be
housed in the FR.9’s nose fairing,
while retaining the four 20mm
cannon of its forebear. The last of
126 FR.9s was delivered to the RAF
on August 14, 1952.

Initially FR.9s were fitted with
asingle F24 camera with 100
exposures, remotely controlled by
the pilot for vertical or oblique,
low- or high-level photography. A
lighter E95 camera was adopted in
time and, with miner modifications,
three could be carried in the nose.

The E95s allowed sharp images
to be taken from as low as 150
(45.7m) and speeds of up to 400ks.
There was no means of sighting the
camera and skills had to be acquired
by intense training and hard
experience; FR




' Spotlight on
- the Meteor FR.9

@m The first PR.10 photo-recce

version on March 19, 1950

=1 Recce

pilots became something of an elite.
Personnel were posted for training
to 226 Operational Conversion Unit
(OCU) ar Stradishall, Suffolle. A
small ER Flight had been established
with a quartet of FR.9s to relieve the
burden on the frontline units.

German debut
The new variant was intended for
service in West Germany and had
an inauspicious beginning when the
first example was damaged during
transit in November 1950. Meteor
FR.9 VZ585 arrived at 2 Squadron,
Biickeburg on December 1 to begin
replacing Spitfires. After pre-flight
checks, the CO, Sqn Lde Bob Pugh,
carried out the first acceprance sortie
on the 16th and within a month ‘A’
Flight was fully equipped.

The unit was fully

S T e s _
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furnished by the time it went on its
first Armament Practice Camp to
the northern German island of Sylt,
the following June. In March 1953,
after several incidents along the
border with the Soviet Zone,

2 Squadron flew low-level sorties
in‘armed aircraft, searching for any
unusual military activity:

By this stage 79 Squadron was also
flying the FR.9 having re-formed in
the role in Germany in November
1951, becoming operational the
following spring. Both units trained
hard and regularly participated in
exercises with NATO allies through
o 1956, when they re-equipped
with the Supermarine Swift FR 5.

Canal zone tension
Tt was in the Middle East that FR.9s
were the busiest. In the Suez Canal

Meteor FR.9 pilots became experts at =
finding trouble spots, from the Soviet e
border to Arab rebel strongholds. ; £

Andy Thomas explains L
Far left

Zone of Egypr, fighter-recce was in : -
the hands of 208 Squadron under The C0'of 208 Squadron: £
Sqn Ldr Tony Morello at Bayid, during the mid-19505

~ - 1 v
where its first three aircraft, VZ588, g;.;af;r ',z:e'r,if:;”ﬂi;_f P

VZ591 and VZ592 arrived on e vcerrenes B <
January 26, 1951. "5

The following month the unit Below =4
moved to Kabrit where it completed ~ FR9VZ6030f2 = ‘i N

Squadron on a training H' e
sortie aver Germany in.  + |
1951. RAF GERMANY

its conversion, but the stay was also
brief because 208 transferred to
Abu Sueir that September. The hot
and dusty conditions highlighted
several problems, not least cracked
windscreens due to the temperature
changes when climbing to very high
levels. Nonetheless, 208 was soon
achieving its allotred tasl.

This was 2 time of great upheaval
in the Middle East and the newly
formed Nationalist Government
that had overthrown the Egyptian

monarchy, in July 1952, begana &




(SPOT [ZX&1)) TheT.7 trainer flew with the RAF,
Royal Navy and nine overseas air forces

By the mid-1950s,
detachments of
Meteor FR.9s from
208 Squadron
were reqularfy
sent to work in the
Aden Protectorate,
transiting via
numerous airfields
such as Masirah.
M BRADLEY

Above
|

Bottom right
During 1953, Meteor
FR.9s of 2 Squadron

monitored possible
troop movements
along the border
with the Soviet Zone
of Germany.
DGORDON

policy of non-co-operation with the
British. Daily patrols photographing
and monitoring the Egyptian
Army's movements began amid
increasing tensions.

Exercises with local British Army
detachments, regular security
patrols around bases and air combat
training with other units also took
place. Nonetheless, 208 still found
time to form an aerobatic team.

Although not recognised ac the
time, though, this was very much
an operational theatre. In October
2003 the fact was acknowledged by
the retrospective award of the ‘Canal
Zone' clasp to the existing General
Service Medal.

There was unease elsewhere in
the region, too, and in April 1953
four aircraft flew to Sharjah in the
southern Gulf. En route on the 4th
of that month, Fg Off Austin in
WB117 ran out of fuel and had to
force-land in the Qarari desert bur
was rescued unharmed.

From Sharjah the other three jets
conducted patrols of the approaches
to the Buraimi Oasis, to provide
visible support to the Sultan of
Oman and to prevent the infiltration
of troops and supplies from Saudi
Arabia. This was the first of several
sorties flown by the Meteors over the
Arabian Peninsula.

In May, Sqn Ldr Tom Neil became
CO and the situation in the Canal
Zone had deteriorated such that by
December, there was a genuine fear
of attack. Meteors flew daily sorties
in pairs to monitor the situation
around Egyptian camps.

The rise to power of Colonel
Gamal Abdel Nasser in the spring
of 1954, and an agreement that
British forces would leave by 1956,
eased the situation. In January 1956
the squadron relocated to Hal Far,
Malta, and moved again in March to
the new base at Akrotiri, Cyprus.
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“This was very much an

operational theatre. In October

2003 this was acknowledged by

the retrospective award of the
‘Canal Zone’ clasp to the General

Service Medal”

Peripatetic life
At the southern end of the Arabian
Peninsula [ay the British colony of
Aden and the Aden Protectorarte.
These were bordered to the north by
the Yemen, strongly in the Egyptian
sphere of influence. As a result, there
was friction within the tribes in the
Protecrorate and along the border.
Consequently, in June 1956 Fl
Lt Mike Bradley led a four-aircraft
detachment to Khormaksar for six
weeks. They updarted the imagery
of several up-country landing strips
and took oblique photographs of the
sensitive border area around Beihan.
The rugged landscape, range to the
targets and extreme temperatures
presen ted slgniﬁcaut chaﬂenges
for pilots and groundcrew alike.
Tribesmen throughout the
Protectorate were generally hostile
and although pilots carried a
‘soolie-chit’ (a document promising




~  Spotlight on

the Meteor FR.9

recompense if the downed flyer
was helped to safety), it was only
later discovered to be written in the
wrong language!

The detachment returned to
Cyprus, where recce sorties were
flown in support of the security
forces battling EOKA (National
Organisation of Cypriot Fighters)
terrorists. A more dangerous
situation developed after the
Egyptians nationalised the Suez
Canal, resulting in a large RAF
build-up on Cyprus.

Therefore, in early August 208’
Meteors returned to Malta where
they were based at Ta' Qali. There
was no set task for the short-ranged
FR.9s in the brief yet intense action
against Egypr that began on October
31, but 208 Squadron maintained
a ‘Battle Flight’ to intercept any
unidentified aircraft approaching
Malta. Normal operations resumed in
mid-November.

3

Arabian action
Following the success of the earlier
Aden detachment, on January 12,
1957 the CO, Sqn Ldr Thorne, led
another quartet of FR.9s for a period
in the Protectorate. They were

soon busy with border patrols and
updating mapping,.

More significantly, the Meteors
supported the resident Venom-
equipped 8 Squadron with pre-
strike recce and post-mission battle
damage assessment. This proved to
be so highly valued that two more
FR.9s joined the detachment.

During an aircraft swap on
February 25, three FR.9s (VZ577,
WB138 and WX976) returning
from Aden were heading for
Diyarbalar in eastern Turkey, when
they encountered bad weather. Short
on fuel, all three force-landed in the
Iragi desert and although the pilots
were rescued unharmed, the jets had
to be abandoned.

o

Meteors -~ WL419 and WA638 - remain in service with Martin-Baker as flying test-beds
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In Aden, 8 Squadron remained
heavily committed around
Dhala and Beihan, where Yemini
infiltration was fermenting
resistance to British administration.
When a patrol of the Cameronians
(Scottish Rifles) was ambushed in a
pass south of Dhala, air support was
called in and the rebels were strafed.
The FR.9s covered the area to
locate rebel positions and the tribal
settlement at Ad Danaba.

There was also unrest in the Lodar
district around the village of Ana
Mishal where the Aden Protectorate
Levies came under heavy attack,
and aircraft were called in to cover
their withdrawal. Tr was during these
operations near Thumier on March
24 that FR.9 VW370 was shot down
by intense small arms fire. Flying
Officer James Mansfield was strafing
rebels when one engine was hit and
set on fire. Sadly the 24-year-old
ejected oo low and was killed. &

Left to right

Meteor FR.9 VZ578 of
208 Squadron at Masirah,
1955. M BRADLEY

Meteor FR. 9 V2604
of 208 Squadron at
Khormaksar in 1957,
8 SON RECORDS

The sad remains of

FR.9 WH539 after it
encountered a sandstarm
and ran out of fuel while
northeast of Khormaksar,
on October 1, 1958, forcing
the pilot to eject.

AUTHOR'S COLLECTION




For training tasks, 8
Squadron’s ‘C' Flight
employed a Meteor

Meteor FR.9 VZ601
of 8 Squadron’s 'C’
Flight at Khormaksar,
in late January 1958.
AUTHOR'S COLLECTION

By this time the age and operating
environment of the Meteors were
taking their toll, and this was
exacerbated by an increasing lack of
spares. The sitnation was aggravated
further at the end of May when 208
was ordered to send a detachment to
the Gulf because of further trouble
in Central Oman.

Three FR.9s led by Flc Lt J R
Johnson flew to Bahrain, from where
they began operations in concert
with a detachment of Shackletons
and four Venoms from 8 Squadron.,
Tasks were similar to those in Aden
in providing pre- and post-strike
recce for the Venoms that initially
were to destroy rebel-held forts.

As 8 Squadron’s ‘ops’ diaty noted:
“The difficulties were manifold. The
area was less explored than Tibet
50 years ago; and the maps were
not only inaccurate but sometimes
grossly erroneous.”

The area around Nizwa in the
lee of the Jebel Akhdar mountain
was often shrouded in haze. It was
usually 400 miles (643km) to the
targets from Bahrain and more
than 200 from a refuelling stop at
Sharjah, where the weather was
normally inclement. Despite the

difficulties, the RAF supported the
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'SPOT [7X§9 A modified Meteor I, powered by two Trent turbine engines
became the first turboprop aircraft to fly, on September 20, 1945

ground forces and gradually the
rebel forts were c[estroyed, except
for the great round tower at Nizwa,
which seemed scarcely marked.

British and Omani forces
reoccupied the towns and villages
and by mid-August the surviving
rebels fled over the vast heights of
the Jebel Akhdar mountain. The
Bahrain FR.9 detachment returned
to Malta, although the Meteors in
Aden remained in situ.

In September it was announced
that 208 was to re-equip with
Hunters in early 1958, so in January
the four Aden-based FR.9s and
five pilots were transferred to 8
Squadron as ‘C’ Flight. The latter
also gained a two-seat Meteor T.7
for routine check flying.

Sandstorm
Relative calm in the Protectorate
enabled the Meteor flight to
concentrate on training and low-
level photography of the border,
and a fifth FR.9 was added to the
establishment in August 1958.

A huge sandstorm hit Khormaksar
on October 1, arriving with just
six minutes’ warning. None of the
aircraft airborne could be recalled
in time and although some were

diverted to Djibouti, Fg Off

K A Small in FR.9 WH539 had
insufficient fuel to do so. Landing at
Khormaksar was out of the question,
and so he made 8 Squadron’s first
successful gjection,

It had been decided to fully
establish stability in Central Oman
and to root out the remaining
rebels from the Jebel Akhdar. Two
squadrons of Special Air Service
(SAS) troops were detailed and air
support included a detachment of
‘C’ Flights FR.9s to provide recce
from Sharjah.

An air liaison party was assigned to
co-ordinate activity wich the ground
forces. The Meteors provided
photographs of likely rebel positions
and features that were given such
unlikely names as “Vincent,
‘Pyramid’ and ‘Beer Can’, which
proved invaluable to the planning
of the assault.

On January 20, 1959, FR.9
WX978 was written off when a tyre
burst on take-off from Sharjah. It
veered from the compacted sand
runway in spectacular style, at
high speed, and demolished several
weather installations before
coming to rest just short of the
control tower.
























