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Above

A fully armed Meteor,
with ventral tank,
getting airborne.

t can only be described as

an ambush. On the first day

of December 1952 a dozen
Meteor E.8s of 77 Squadron, Royal
Australian Air Force, clashed with
North Korean MiG-15 Fagots,
flown by pilots from the Soviet
Union. In far superior numbers,
the enemy came in from above and
three Meteors fell to their guns.

The previous day, Phillip Zupp
arrived in Korea, a new recruit for
77 Squadron. It was a sobering
welcome to the unit, yet in the next
seven months he learned his trade
as a fighter pilot and went on to fly
201 missions.
The losses of December 1 had a

significant impact on the role of
77 Squadron. Recognising that the
British jet did not lend itself to aerial
combat at altitude with the more
nimble, swept-wing MiG-15, the
unit was relegated to air-defence
patrols. However, the arrival of
a new commanding officer, Wg
Cdr Ron Susans DSO DFC, saw 77
retasked to ground attack and it was
a role that it would excel in.
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OWEN ZUPP PAYS TRIBUTE TO HIS FATHER, A VETERAN OF
201 MISSIONS IN KOREA’S HOSTILE SKIES

OVER KOREA

ACHILLES HEEL
The durability of the British jet was
to hold it in good stead against the
ever-present ground fire. Missions
were flown, or bottomed out, at
extremely low level and instances -
of the ventral tank contacting with
Mother Earth are documented.
It was also a relatively stable gun
platform, although some pilots
found it to ‘snake’ on occasions.

That exposed, belly-mounted tank
was the Meteor’s Achilles heel. The
additional 175 imp gals (795 lits)
was critical for the range-limited
fighter, but could also prove a
‘ticking bomb’. The ignition of its
volatile contents was responsible for
the loss of a number of aircraft and
pilots.

Armed with four 20mm nose-
mounted Hispano cannons, the

Meteor could also carry 60Ib (27kg)

rocket projectiles, up to eight under -

each wing. Strikes were made against
trains, trucks, bridges, buildings and
anything else that contributed to the
enemy’s infrastructure.

The cold also brought with

it several additional hazards.
Groundcrews’ ungloved hands
could freeze on tools and the
Meteor’s nose-mounted cine
camera’s lens would become
obscured by ice. The ¢jection seat
carried a bladder of emergency
water that left pilots on pre-dawn
standby sitting on an ice-block —a
problem slightly relieved by layers
of newspaper.

The operating environment in
Korea was in stark contrast to
that of Australia. The terrain was
characterised by jagged ranges
and deep valleys and the depths
of the Korean winter blanketed
the landscape in snow, making
navigation a challenge.

Scrap wood was at a premium
as it could be used as fuel in each
tent’s central pot-bellied stove as
well as lining on the walls against
the elements. By night, an elderly
Russian Polikarpov Po-2 biplane, or
‘Bed Check Charlie’, would drop
small bombs to inflict minimal
damage beyond disturbed sleep
patterns.



















