Andrew Thomas describes the

Indian Air Force’s downing of
a Japanese ‘Oscar’

ABOVE! Hurricane
IC LE767 of 1
Squadron IAF was
unusually decorated
with a red/white/
blue coloured
spinner while it
was supporting
the XIVth Army
advance in Burma
during late 1944.

OPPOSITE PAGE:
To extend the range
for its recce sorties,
IAF Hurricanes
usually flew with
long-range tanks
and often had two
of the four cannon
removed - LF208
illustrated.
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[I-Tale Signs, the excellent
T:jrticle by Mulcund Murty inside
the Salute to the Hurricane
supplement in the October issue, was
a welcome acknowledgement of the
part played by the Indian Air Force
during the Burma campaign.

One minor error is that the
photograph of LD903 on page 18 is
actually an aircraft of 10 Squadron,
which was at the time commanded
by an RAF officer (and successful
‘ace’) — Sgn Ldr Bob Doe. LD903
had been delivered to the squadron
on November 1, 1944, and its first
operational mission seems to have
been on December 28 when it attacked
the Panlewa ferry with W/O Bird
(another RAF pilot) at the controls.
The following day, in the hands of an
IAF pilot, Fg Off Dogar, it flew two
striles and subsequently. became his
regular aircraft.
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From small beginnings at the start of
the war in the Far East, the IAF (later
the Royal Indian Air Force) blossomed
and specialised in the fighter-recce
role. Indeed, the TAF provided most of
the FR assets supporting the advance
of the ‘Forgotten’ XIVth Army.

One of the new squadrons in the
fledgling IAF was No.6 that was
formed at Trichinopoly under Sqn
Ldr Mehar Singh in December 1942.
It was equipped with the Hawker
Hurricane IIB for FR and after
training, in late 1943, it moved to
Cox’s Bazaar in Bengal for operations
against the Japanese. This coincided
with the start of a British and Indian
‘push’ down the Arakan peninsula and
6’s Hurricanes provided much of the
reconnaissance support to the XVth
(Indian) Corps.

Sorties were usually flown by pairs
of Hurricanes and they became such
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a regular sight to the troops that they
were christened ‘the Arakan Twins’.
The squadron’s aircraft flew up and
down the Arakan valleys, often in poor
weather and usually flying just above
the treetops and hillocks. Maungdaw
fell on January 8, 1944, however,
the enemy responded with its own
offensive in the Arakan and in Assam
towards Imphal and Kohima. The
offensives were supported by greatly
increased air activity including large
fighter sweeps.

On February 5 one of 6’s missions
was jumped by a patrol of Nakajima
Ki-43 Oscars, which could generally
outmanoeuvre the Hurricane, and both
the Indian aircraft were shot down.
The best defence was generally to ‘hit
the deck’ and outrun the enemy so
as to return with the reconnaissance
information. Sometimes, however, they
had to fight their way back.




“The best defence was generally to ‘hit the deck’
and outrun the enemy...”

Ten days after this double loss, Fg
Off ] C Verma and his wingman flew
an offensive reconnaissance that he
described afterwards: “I was detailed
to do an offensive recce over Taung
Bazaar when within five minutes
of reaching the area, I found about
200 ‘Japs® trying to build a bamboo
bridge across a river. I climbed up
immediately to attack them, asking
my No.2 to follow me. When I was
just turning to attack them I saw a
Japanese aircraft with its large red

markings in my mirror diving from
the sun on my No.2.

“I broke off the attack, at the same
time warning my wingman to get
down to ground level. T gave the
attacking Oscar a burst but on looking
around found two other Oscars diving
on me. I skidded, slipped and went as
low as I possibly could within the hills
and steered north, but they followed
me, on and on without giving me a
chance to cross the hills on the left
to get home.

ABOVE: Main
role of IAF
Hurricanes

was FR for
which they
carried vertical
cameras, just
in front of the
code-lefter on
this 4 Squadron
example.
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ABOVE, RIGHT: On
Christmas Day
1944, LF275 ‘D’
flown by Sgt O'Neill
collided with the tail
of Fit Lt Winstly's
LD335 ‘A". Winstly
stands forlornly

his aircraft.
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ABOVE: Hurricane

lIC KZ371'R" of

1 Squadron IAF
flown by a Sikh

pilot patrols near
Miranshah on the
North-west Frontier.
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“] had now been chased for five
minutes. During this chase, 1 was
pulling up, skidding, and doing steep
turns to avoid the Oscars, but they
kept pursuing me relentlessly. Finally
T flew straight and throttled back
completely. Both Oscars, coming on
at great speed, overshot me and one
came right within my gun sight at
about 20 yards.

“I gave a long burst and noticed
direct hits on the wings and fuselage.
With that the Oscar broke away but
I had no time to see anymore of him
since the other one was turning in for
me and he kept up the chase for ten
full minutes.

“I avoided all his bursts by twisting

and turning amongst the trees. He
seemed to get tired of my avoiding
action and, giving a final long burst
— which missed me by many yards
— he gave up the chase and made
for home.”

The Oscar that Jagdish Chandra
Verma hit was credited as destroyed
and for it was decorated with the DFC.
His success was unique as it was the
only air combat victory claimed by
an TAF pilot during World War Two.
His CO, Mehar Singh, also gained a
unique niche — for his leadership with
6 Squadron during this first tour at the
front he became the only IAF officer
to be decorated with the DSQ.
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