


Bhe Martin B-26 Marauder was
 designed to meet very rigid US Army -
~ Air Corps specifications for a high-
- performance medium  bomber.
Demg’ned by Peyton M. Magruder, who
reportedly took advantage of every aero-
dynamie advance of the day, the Marauder
was a sleek, twin-engined bomber with
essentially a cigar-shaped fuselage. High
performance was obt&med by emplayzng a
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cﬂnsequent hi, h wing dmg P@vvered by
a pair of 1,850hp Pratt & Whitney R-2800

Double Wasp radial engines, the Marauder
initially had a top speed of 315mph. Since
Magruder reportedly adopted some of the
bomb bay concepts of the Boeing B-17 Fly-
ing Fortress, in actual service the B-26
medium bomber often wound up carrying
bomb loads comparable to its bigger
brethren.

The Marauder took to the sky for the first
time on 25 November 1940, but its introdue-
tion into service was not a happy one. An
initial spate of training aceidents soon
earned the Marauder appellations such as
‘The Widowmaker’ and ‘The Baltimore
Whore’ (because, like women of ill repute, it
didn’t seem to have any visible means of
support — a reference to its short wings).
The phrase ‘one a day in Tampa Bay’ was
coined because of the number of accidents
ineurred by training squadrons in Florida.
The Marauder’s aceident record was so bad
that the bomber even became the subject of
congressional investigation. Nevertheless,
the bomber’s vahie was soon proved in
combat and it wound up being produced in
large numbers.

Although the Marauder was a bit of a
handful for novice erews, it was really good
when flown by experienced airmen. Efforfs
to improve performance and handling

 included bigger wings (7ift-span in the
later models), a taller vertical tail and more
powerful engines. Unfortunately, though
some performance aspeets such as take-off
run were improved, the service seemed to-
counter every improvement with weight
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increases. Desired armament and weight
increases actually brought the top speed of
late model Marauders down to 285mph.
What was initially considered to be an
effective defensive armament of four
machine guns (one 0.30 calibre gun in each
of the nose and tail positions and a pair of
0.50 calibre guns in a dorsal turret — the
first power-operated turret ever fitted to an
American bomber) eventually grew to
include as many as a dozen 0.50 calibre
guns. Even with weight increases, the
Marauder’s armament and speed saw it
actually being used as a long-range fighter
at times, primarily against Axis transport
aircraft in the Mediterranean. Operational
against all of the Axis powers from the very
early days of America’s involvement in
World War 2, the Marauder was even used
as a torpedo bomber from time-to-time.

By war’s end, a grand total of 5,157 B-26
Marauders had been built. Amazingly (in
view of its early reputation), when the final
results were tabulated, the Marauder
wound up with the lowest combat loss rate
of any American bomber. Apparently, the
performance characteristics that made it
tricky for novices to handle in training,
worked in the bomber’s favour when it
came to combat. However, once the war
was over, the US Air Force had very little
need for the Marauder and it soon disap-
peared from service. In fact, it virtually
lost its identity. In 1947, with the
Marauder out of service, the US Air Force
handed over its B-26 designation to the
Douglas A-26 attack bomber, thereby caus-
ing a great deal of confusion when dis-
cussing bombers in later years. If any-
thing, that confusion was even more
compounded when the US Air Force later
re-adopted the ‘A’ for attack designation
during the Vietnam War and once again
made the Douglas Invader the A-26!

Today, there are only seven Marauders
known to be in existence. For a while, two of
them were airworthy, though one (David
Tallichet’s B-26), was only flown sporadi-
cally. So, when the Confederate Air Force
lost its B-26C (41-35071) in a crash at
Odessa, Texas in September 1995, the war-
bird scene was essentially bereft of opera-
tional Marauders. However, that situation
has now been remedied and the ex-Tallichet
B-26 (40-1464) is now ready to take its place
as an active part of Kermit Weeks’ Fantasy
of Flight Museum collection in Florida.

One of three Marauders that had to make
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Jubilant aircrew: From left to right
Carl Scholl, Tony Ritzman and
George Lee alongside Kermit Weeks’
Martin B-26 Marauder after the first
Aero Trader test flight.

forced landings in British
Columbia on 16 January 1942
after getting lost and running
low on fuel, 40-1464 came from
the batch of early short-wing
Marauders that first entered
service with the US Army Air Corps in
February 1941. A crew from David Tal-
lichet’s Military Aircraft Restoration Corpo-
ration at Chino, California recovered the
bombers from the wilderness in 1971 and
began a long term effort to restore this par-
ticular B-26 to flying condition. Although Tal-
lichet’s crew finally got the Marauder back
into the air in 1992, the restored bomber still
experienced a number of problems and it
was only flown a few times before finally
being purchased by Kermit Weeks.

In short order, Weeks turned the
Marauder over to Carl Scholl and Tony
Ritzman’s Aero Trader crew at Chino for a
complete renovation that wound up involv-
ing 6,000 manhours of additional work.
‘The only thing we didn't do was change
the engines,’” Ritzman said. According to
him, the Aero Trader crew went through
every system in the aircraft, installed new
avionics, rebuilt the landing gear, wheels,
tyres and brakes and re-covered the con-
trol surfaces. The flap controls and
hydraulic systems were given special
attention since they had produced some
anxious moments in the few flights that
were made after 1992. Ritzman and Scholl,
together with veteran Marauder combat
pilot George Lee along as flight engineer,
finally got their chance to fly the renovated
bomber on 25 March 1997.

One of a number of Marauder combat
veterans who have been keeping track of
this project, Lee’s involvement with this
particular restoration actually dates back
to 1979. He had three flights in the
Marauder with Military Aircraft Restora-
tion Corporation, made up the check list
for Aero Trader’s effort, wrote the manual
and provided performance data and even
rebuilt the seats. During World War 2, Lee
flew 42 combat missions out of France and
Belgium in Marauders and 22 more in Dou-
glas A-26 Invaders while serving with the
386th Bomb Group. He later flew 32 com-
bat missions as a Boeing B-29 Super-
fortress pilot in Korea and eventually
wound up flying B-52 Stratofortress
bombers before finally retiring from the
US Air Force with the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel. Before joining the service, Lee
worked as an inspector in the test flight
section at the Martin plant and often rode
along with B-26 test pilot Pat Tibbs.

Aero Trader’s first test flight with the
Marauder lasted about 30min and revealed
only a few minor problems. However, the

second flight on 8 April 1997 was termi-
nated after only 6min when an exhaust
pipe broke. After about a dozen flights,
Ritzman and Scholl finally had enough
confidence in the airplane to stage a mini
‘open house’ at Aero Trader, primarily to
give some Marauder veterans a chance to
see the airplane fly.

At the ‘open house’ on 5 November 1997,
Ritzman, Scholl and Lee flew the B-26
twice and even took one of the veterans
along on each hop. One of those lucky vet-
erans (the names were drawn from a hat),
Roger Lance, said: ‘The restoration of this
airplane is very well done; the engines
were smooth and the pilot was very good’.
Now 74-years old, Lance flew 65 Marauder
combat missions with the 585th Bomb
Group in the European Theatre of Opera-
tions. This flight in the restored B-26 came
54 years after his very first Marauder
training flight in Battle Creek, Michigan.
‘In terms of flying qualities, this is not the
evil aircraft that it had been purported to
be,” Ritzman said. It shows no hint of
wanting to fall out of the sky; however, the
plane is prone to poor directional stability
(later versions of the Marauder had taller
vertical tail surfaces to counter that prob-
lem) and will yaw without warning,” he
added. According to Ritzman, the bomber
exhibits good elevator control, is light on
the ailerons and moderate in pitch. “You
cannot fly this airplane unless you keep
the rudder pedals loaded and constantly
correct the yaw. That may be caused a bit
by prop pitch hunting. Other than that, it's
a typical medium bomber,” he concluded.

At the time of going to press, the aircraft
was due to be ferried to Weeks’ Fantasy of
Flight Museum in Florida. Although a deci-
sion has yet to be announced, the bomber
may be repainted after its delivery. As it
stands, the airplane is currently finished
in the exact colours and markings that it
carried when it made its forced landing at
Smith River, British Columbia in 1942.
However, since it was first repainted by
the Military Aircraft Restoration crew, the
Marauder has been out in the open and the
finish does have something of a worn look
at present. Though some may question the
absence of a serial number on the vertical
tail surfaces and the fact that the national
insignia on the wings is not displayed in all
four locations as was the norm at that
time, former Marauder pilot, Howard Smi-
ley, says that’s the way this particular air-
plane actually appeared in 1942. He should
know; Smiley was the co-pilot of 40-1464
when it crashed in British Columbia.
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the Chino Airport after its renovation by the
_Aero Trader crew.

Above right: The tandem bomb bays in the
Martin B-26 Marauder have different door styles.

Right: The cockpit of Kermit Weeks’ Martin B-26
Marauder.

Left: The cramped tail gun position in the Marauder.

Below left: The view looking up into the right side of the Marauder’s forward bomb bay; the racks on the
vertical supports could carry light to medium size bombs and the big rack at the top could
‘accommodate a 2,000lb bomb.

Below: The bird-befouled tail turret of the Martin B-26 Marauder before Aero Trader began its
renovation work on the bomber.
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