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SEVEN‘I‘Y YEARS

OF THE SPITEIRE Australia’s only airworthy
: Spitfire

MAIN IMAGE: Wearing the paint scheme of Wg Cdr R H ‘Bobby’
Gibbes, ‘A58-602 is Australia’s only airworthy Spitfire.
ROB FOX
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ITHOUT DOUBRT, the star

of the superb collection

of airworthy warbirds at

the Temora Aviation Museum,
New South Wales, Australia, is
Supermarine Spitfire VIII ‘AS8-602°
(v H HET) Originally MV239 and
ing in Australia in April 1945,

t" was the last of its type to

ved bv the RAAF and gained
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tly wears the paint scheme
of RAAF Spitfires defending Darwin
during World War Two and in
operations in the South West Pacific,
It carries the ‘RG-V’ markings of
the personal aircraft of Wg Cdr
R H ‘Bobby’ Gibbes DSO DEC*.
The paintwork features a fearsome
sharl’s mouth — see previous page for
the full effect! The title Grey Nurse
is also applied to the aircraft on both
sides of its forward fuselage, and this

reflects the name of 457 Squadron

RAAF (as well as being a species of

shark of course). Both sides of the
rudder feature an ace of spades.
‘Bobby’ Gibbes has actually visited
the museum to see the aircraft. Before
flying Spitfires, ‘Bobby’ served with
3 Squadron in the Western Desert
where he fought with great skill and
determination and became a ‘double
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Australia, so if's  mot surprising
that it attracts such interest. The
fighter has had another exceptionally
busy year of appearances, including
its high-profile participation in the
‘Salute to Veterans’ air pageant
held in Canberra on August 14 to
commemorate the 60th anniversary
of end of World War Two. Long
may its formidable shark’s mouth
continue to chomp its way
through the blue Antipodean skies!
Www.aviationmuseum.com.au
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